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Breaking through barriers  Our 57th Year 

for women & girls A Platinum Branch May 2012 

PRESIDENT’s MESSAGEPRESIDENT’s MESSAGEPRESIDENT’s MESSAGEPRESIDENT’s MESSAGE    

    It is bittersweet writing this last column, delighted with everything that has been 
accomplished this year but sad that the year is coming to an end, albeit with one more 
spectacular book sale in June. 

    This has been an incredible year when you think about it.  The start of a more activist era 
with the Public Policy Pilot Project and, my goodness, didn’t we have some spectacular 
successes – fighting back the attempts to privatize pre-K programs and disabling the attempts 
to establish a regressive immigration agenda, the creation of the new Public Education 
Committee and funding for the Future of Education Forum with the State Superintendent of 
Education, June Atkinson, as the star speaker.  Although everyone participating was a star at 

this event.  Our new STEM commitment with the North Carolina Girls Collaborative Project is still in its 
formation stage, but with so much promise.  And, of course, I am thrilled with the decision by Brevard 
College to become a partner member of AAUW.  Hopefully we will soon see a similar decision by Blue 
Ridge Community College. 

I think another milestone is the establishment of a closer relationship with our State and National AAUW. 
In the past, these relationships have seemed estranged at best.  We were successful on our own, independent 
of our affiliation, but State and National have really stepped up this past year, offering value even to 
successful branches like ours.  I see this value escalating. 

But we wouldn’t be the successful branch that we are if it weren’t for the many members who volunteer 
for projects and committees, big and small.  It is truly amazing.  I don’t think anyone escapes (or wants to) 
working on the book sale, our primary fundraiser.  I want to thank all of our officers this year:  Susan 
Andresen, Judy Baghose and Joann McCarthy for secretarial duties, Sandy Tooman for past-presidenting and 
heading the nominating committee, Pat Clow for president-electing and co-chairing the Public Education 
Committee, Betty Runion for treasuring and being the font of historical knowledge on the Board, Laura 
Ledford and Linda Thompson for bringing in a record number of members to our branch and in addition 
Laura for being a wellspring of information on members and hosting the New Members Reception and Linda 
for taking over our Rise And Shine team and sitting on the Rise and Shine Board and participating in the 
Education Committee, and Pinkie Byrd who has done a phenomenal job putting programs together.  Thanks 
and indebtedness go out to all our program/committee chairs:  the unbelievable Judy Baghose for the Book 
Sale, Norah Davis for branch publicity, Susan Becker for book sale publicity, Renee Braun for calendar 

(Continued on page 2) 

BRANCH MEETING:  SPRING LUNCHEON 

12:00 noon, Thursday, May 10 

at Overlook Clubhouse, Connestee Falls 

“Women Who Make A Difference” Awards & Installation of  
2012-2013 Officers 

See p. 4 for more information 
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COMING EVENTS 

May 2 Book Club 

2:00 p.m. College Walk 

May 7 Board Meeting 
1:00 p.m. St. Philip’s Episcopal 

Church 

May 10 Spring Luncheon 

Noon Connestee Falls 
Clubhouse 

May 22 Bridge Club 

1:00 p.m. TBA 

Jun 6 Book Club 

2:00 p.m. College Walk 

Jun 23 Book Sale Begins 

10:00 a.m. Boshamer Gym 
Brevard College 

Jul 5 After-Sale Social 

4:30 p.m. Unitarian Church 

AAUW has initiated “HERvotes” to preserve women’s health 
and economic rights.  Over this year each newsletter will feature 
one of the top ten historic advances for women’s lives that AAUW 
considers to be at risk. 

The Affordable Care Act (2010) 

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) covers maternity care, 
eliminates pre-existing conditions and prevents health plans from 
charging women more than men for the same coverage.  ACA also 
covers preventive health services, such as an annual well-visit, 
contraceptives, mammograms, cancer screenings, prenatal care 
and counseling for domestic violence, as basic health care at no 
additional cost and includes the first federal ban on sex 
discrimination in health care programs and activities.  Combined 
with other provisions, the ACA is an historic step forward for 
women’s health and economic security. 

Threat:  The House of Representatives voted to repeal the 
ACA.  Conservative senators, state legislators, governors and  
presidential candidates have pledged to repeal ACA and deny 
women, of all ages, critical preventive care services.  The US 
Supreme Court currently has the act under review; a decision is 
expected in June. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE CONTINUED 

sales, Sue Ziegler for heading up the liaison duties for the 
Chamber of Commerce and IWIL (along with Joann McCarthy), 
Maureen Copelof for hospitality and the March women’s history 
display, Dottie Kosiba and Judy Lauter for organizing another 
successful Jeopardy presentation in the schools, Katie Thompson 
for the PPP project and public policy and Susanne Rolland for 
Legal Advisory Fund , Mary Read for being the heart and soul of 
our Rise and Shine commitment, Liz Bates and Dianne Krause for 
doing the newsletter and Dianne for additionally being our 
webmistress, Carole Pohl for heading up the Scholarship 
Committee, Ladene Newton for heading up the Women Who 
Make a Difference Committee, Phyllis Stout for being our 
Sunshine correspondent, Ann Grant and Carolyn VanNess for 
organizing both of our luncheons, Carol Carrano and Betsy Tibbs 
for putting together the directory/yearbook, and to Carol Carrano, 
Connie Kay Hughes and Pinkie Byrd for the book group, bridge 
group and “tripping around.”   

There are many more who participate and work on these 
committees/projects, and to all I say, “Thank you so much.” 

Carol Elliott 

NEW MEMBER NEWS 

Kathy Piersol is originally from 
Butler, PA, and has lived for the past 12 
years in Brevard.  She received a BS 
degree in Biology Education in 1969 from 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania and a 
MEd degree in Biology in 1973 from 
Pennsylvania State University.  Kathy has 
also done National Science Foundation 
summer course work at Indiana University 
in Bloomington, IN, and post-MEd 
graduate work at the University of 
Maryland. 

Kathy retired in September, 2011, after 
42 years in the classroom, 11 of them at 
Brevard High School.  She also lived in 
Rockville, MD, for 26 years. 

Kathy is married to Wesley Piersol.  
She enjoys exercise classes, walking and 
hiking, reading and hopes to get back into 
needlework.  She has already started 
working on a category for the book sale 
and has become the STEM representative 
for the Scholarship Committee. 

Laura Ledford, Membership Vice-

President 
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BRIDGE CLUB 

AAUW bridge club will meet  at 1:00 p.m. on 
May 22, the fourth Tuesday, as usual.  The 
location will be announced at the May meeting.  
Anyone wishing information on this august 
group should contact Connie Kay Hughes at 
862-6654. 

BOOK GROUP 

The AAUW book group will meet at 2:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, May 2, at College Walk 
to  discuss Hotel at the Corner of Bitter and 

Sweet  by Jamie Ford.  On June 6, we will 
discuss Still Alice by Lisa Genova.  For further 
information, call Carol Carrano at 883-3424. 

BOOK SALE 

    Only 7 ½ weeks!  And, we have 
boxes, boxes and more boxes of 
books carefully sorted, priced and 
packed.  Our most recent count is 
645 boxes with more to be 
processed. 
    Many thanks to the members 
who are monitoring the Yellow 
Boxes and those folks who respond 

at a moment’s notice that there was a huge donation 
to be picked up, packed, transported and moved into 
the Book Cave. 

Now we come to Sign-Up phase of getting ready.  
When you attend the May Luncheon there will be a 
table devoted to Sign Up.  You may also contact 
Judy Baghose at 966-9068 to get your name on these 
lists:   Greeters 

 Hold Area Monitors   
 Cashiers 
 Move-In     
 Move-Out 

 Non-Profits/Good Causes 
 After-Sale Social Committee 

Consider all the ways you can help by 
contributing your time and efforts to making this 
annual fundraiser a huge success. 

$$$$ for Scholarships and Science Camps 
2012 Book Sale 

Saturday, June 23 Opening Day 10am - 7pm 

Sunday, June 24 Sale 1pm - 7pm 

Monday, June 25 Sale 10am - 7pm 

Tuesday, June 26 Sale 10am - 7pm 

Wednesday, June 27 1/2 Price Day 10am - 7pm 

Thursday, June 28 $5/Box Sale 9am - noon 

 Closed noon - 1pm 

Non-Profits/Good Causes Free Books 1pm-3pm 

Judy Baghose, Book Sale Committee Chair 

CHOICE BOOKS NEEDS VOLUNTEERS 

Veronica & Raoul Gagne need help “manning” 
the Choice Books section at the book sale on 
Saturday through Monday, June 23 - 25.  All 
books will be priced and written instructions will 
be available.  If you can take a shift during those 
three days, please call Veronica at 877-2588 or 
send her an email. 

Veronica Gagne, Choice Books 

AFTER BOOK SALE SOCIAL 

BOOK SALE WORKER BEES:  Come enjoy our 
success at the After Book Sale Social  on Thursday, 
July 5th from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at The Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 24 Varsity St. across from the 
Cardinal Drive- In on South Broad.  Bring a 
beverage for yourself (alcoholic is OK) and your 
place setting - plate, utensils and cup.  We'll have a 
fun time celebrating and enjoying a casual hors 
d'oeuvre and munchie party!  Sign up at the May 
luncheon.  We can always use more hands, so if 
you would like to help, contact Sue Ziegler at 883-
4342 or send her an email. 

GREETERS NEEDED FOR BOOK SALE 

Bring your Smile  
Welcome our Customers  
with a Map of the Gym  

and Bags for Books! 

Carol Carrano, Category Chairperson 
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AAUW BREVARD SCHOLARSHIP 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

AT BLUE RIDGE COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

Donations made since the March newsletter: 

In Honor of: Donors: 

Norma Aguilar  Grace Roy 
(on her birthday) Steven Aguilar 
 Chris Aguilar 
 Ruth Powers 

Norma & James Aguilar Francis A. Aguilar 

Francis Aguilar Norma Aguilar 
(on his birthday) 

MAY LUNCHEON 

Thursday, May 10, 2012 at 12 noon 

Overlook Clubhouse, Connestee Falls 

Menu  

Garden Salad with Parmesan Crisp  
& Balsamic Dressing 

Chicken Saltimbocca with a light  
Riesling Sauce 

Wild Rice Pilaf & Fresh Steamed Vegetables 
Rolls & Butter 
English Trifle 

Cash Bar Available 

For Reservations:  Send check payable to 
AAUW Brevard, for $18.00 per person, 

inclusive, by Tuesday, May 1, to Ann Grant, 
12 Galuyasdi Ct., Brevard, NC  28712 

PROGRAM 

Installation of 2012-2013 Officers 

The 2012 recipient of the AAUW Brevard 
Branch “Women Who Make a Difference 

Award“ will be honored at the luncheon.  The 
award recognizes the ways that the honoree 

has served the community. 

Photographs from the April 24th Public Education 
Forum featuring NC Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, June Atkinson, co-sponsored by AAUW 
Brevard Branch. 

Photos by Jackie Hovey 


